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You people in Glasgow not merely erect church after church, you
have the cheek to subscribe money to send missionaries to the
heathen. I wish the heathen were a little richer, that they might
subscribe money and send missionaries to such so-called Christian
communities as this—to point to the luxury, the very ostentation of
wealth, on the one hand, and to the barefooted, ill-clad women on
the other; to your men and women with bodies stunted and minds
distorted; to -your little children growing up in such conditions that
only a miracle can keep them pure!... In this great, rich city of
yours there are today numbers of men who cannot get employment.
Such a state of things is but typical of that which exists everywhere
throughout the world. There is just the same state of things in
America. It is due merely to the selfishness and ignorance of men.
And when you come to ask the reason of this state of things, if you
seek it out, you will come at last, I believe, to the great fact, that
the land on which and from which it was ordained that all mankind
must live has been made the private property of a few of their
number. This is the only adequate explanation. Man is a land ani-
mal. All his substance must be drawn from the land.... And as land
is absolutely necessary to the life of man, the man who commands
the land on which and from which other men live, commands those
men.... Proclaim the grand truth that every human being born in
Scotland has an inalienable and equal right to the soil of Scotland.
... It is not necessary to divide the land. You can easily take the
revenue that comes from the land for public purposes. There is
nothing very radical in this; it is a highly conservative proposition.11
When George had finished speaking some five hundred per-
sons remained to organize what Richard McGhee 12 named the
"Scottish Land Restoration League." At a second and over-
flow meeting held a week later in City Hall nearly two thou-
sand names were enrolled. Similar societies sprang up in
Dundee, Aberdeen, Inverness, Edinburgh, Greenock, and other
communities. Still, there were those who thought George a
crank. Frederic Harrison, the Positivist, delivered lectures
against him in Edinburgh and New Castle. And John Bright, in
Birmingham, inveighed against the "wildest" reform "imported
lately by an American inventor."13
George had set out on his speaking tour braced for opposi-
tion from special privilege, vested interests and from intrenched
intolerance, but the most difficult experience lie had to face
came when he spoke at the University of Oxford. True, lie did

